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David Blatner

Creating Double Outlines
Around Text

Konichiwa from the Tokyo InDesign Conference.
Japanese trains and subways are filled with print
ads (as well as soundless video ads on monitors in
the train walls), and each time I've come here over
the past 16 years I've noticed that much of the text is
outlined. As you know, you don’t have to convert text

outlines

to outlines in order to stroke itin InDesign. Butit's

quite common in ads here 10 have double outlines — as though someone drew a line
around an entire word. Unfortunately, you cannot apply any of the cool Stroke palette
features (such as custom strokes) to text! So it appears that to achieve this effect, you
need to convert text to outlines (Type > Create QOutlines)... or do you?

On one particularly long subway ride the other day, the answer came to me: Use a ragular
Paper stroke around the text and then (here's the trick) use CS3's Outer Glow effect. The
glow effectis usually a soft, blurry, edge, but you can force it to become a hard edge by
setting its Spread value to 100%.
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